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Tum denique, homines, noſtra intelligimus bona, 
Quum quæ in 88 here habuimus, ea ami ſimus. 
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RAKE Reform d 


MR ROM verdant Meads, where 1/is 
AGM (.̃gentle waves 
Ihe flow'ry Banks in ſoft Meander's 
| (laves; 


And ſpreading Willows make a cool Retreat 
To ſhade the Ruſtick from the Summers Heat, | 
To You, Companions of my miſpent Days ; ; 
To You the Rakes, and part ners in my Ways: 
This J preſent, inſtructed by a-Heart 

void of Diſguiſe, and ignorant of Art; 


Who 


| Withdraw their Fury, and their Force reſtrain, 


6 De RARE Reform d. 
Who ſcorning now th' imaginary Joy, 


Which lately did my vacant Hours employ : 


From Town retir'd, and undiſturb'd with Care, 


Enjoy the Bleſſings of a wholſome Air; 


with Pleaſure view the Toils, the rural Pains, 


And honeſt Labours of th' induſtrious Swains 3 


Men unacquainted with, or Fraud, or Fear, 
Whoſe Words are artleſs, and whoſe Souls ſincere. 


Thus trembling Sailors when the Winds ariſe, 


And forky Lightning thro' the Welkin flies, 


Perceive their Veſſels by the Tempeſt Arn 


And bandy'd by th' Artillery of Heav'n : 


In vain does Art its utmoſt Efforts boaſt, 


Whilſt in Amazement and Confuſion loſt, 


The y cannot ſee the Rocks on which they're toſt: 


But when the warring Elements again 


cling on the Main; 
With 
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With Pleaſure and Surprize at once they view 


Thoſe Dangers which before they never knew. 


Then tho* my Inclinations ſhould incite, 
Or more prevailing Company invite. 
Think not my Mind will ber ſo traiterous prove, 
As what with Scorn ſhe views again to love; 
For ſooner ſhall the Mimick Glowworm vie 


With well-fix'd Stars, and gliſten in the Sky ; 


Sooner Pactolus, rich with Golden Oar, 


Leave diſtant Strands to viſit Britans Shore, 
Than &er embrace the curs'd Infection more. 
Long had the Town with her deluding Charms, 
Lock'd up my Senſes in her circling Arms; 
And, Virtue baniſh'd, Vice without controul, 
Reiga'd Empreſs of my captivated Soul; 

Not Friends advice, nor ev'n a Parent*- Tear 


Could change my Courſe, or ſlacken my Circer; 
23 | In 
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In vain did Reaſon try her utmoſt Skill 
To curb the Sallies of my Headſtrong Will; 
Conſcience in vain her Councel did afford, 


Whilſt Luxury reign'd arbitrary Lord; 


Whilſt I the Baits of Pleaſure did purſue, 


Prais'd Debauchees, and ſcorn'd the thinking few; 


Harden'd in Vice, to greater Vice did run, 


And Rill embrac'd the Snake by which I was 
(undone, 


When wak'd at Noon, I ſtag'ring ſought ta 
(riſe, 


Acrial Phantoms danc'd before my Eyes : 


My aching Head, and bloated Face reproach, 


My conſcious Soul of Yeſternight's Debauch : 
My Tongue dry'd up, and Throat a-Duſt within, 
Jointly upbraided of repeated Sin; 

Whilſt ſhaking Hands, and trembling Knees did 


( ſhow | 
| What dire Effects from ſuch Exceſſes flow. 


Prayers 
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And drown at once my Senſes and my Care. 
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Pray'rs were found uſeleſs, and Reproofs were; 
(vain 


8 


Scorning the Cordial, I embrac'd the Bane, 


Com 


And till purſu'd ſpite of concurring Pain. 


When areſs d, this Inconvenience to avoid, 
I drank again, tho? ſure to be deſtroy'd: 
To the frequented Tavern did repair, 7 
With the ſame Dog to kill the follow'd Hare, | 


4 


_ Coffee's ſalubrious Streams I did deſpiſe, 


Coffee which makes the Politician wiſe, 


And left to Belles and ſelf-admiring Beaux. 


The Nectar which from Tea exhauſted flows 5 


Ofer which each Mort immortal Scandals fly, 


And thouſand wounded Reputations dye. 


Let Faction flouriſh, or let Prieſts debate, 


Let Cits at home be cobling of the State, 
1 Let 
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Let diffrent Parties diff rent Ends purſue, 
Their private, more than publick Good in view; 


Let Tories plot, let Whigs thoſe Plots diſcloſe, 


And Foreign Princes join with inbred Foes; 


The World's Tranſactions unobſerv'd did pals, 
Whilſt all my Cares were center'd in the Glaſs. 


To ſatisfy my Natare overſpent, 
With what my changing Fancy could invent, 
I often try'd, but try'd as oft in vain, 
My ſqueamiſh Stomach did my Aid diſdain, 


And nought but Wine on Wine would entertain] 


— 1 


Not Brawne nor Locket, whoſe diſtinguiſh'd 
= (Names, 


Fame, for Luxurious Niceties, proclaims, 
Could by their Care, or moſt conſummate Skill, 


Pleaſure my Taſte, or gratify my Will, 


The RARE Reform d. 11 
To * Bradbury's at five I did repair, 


Whoſe chief Frequenters Cheats and Bubbles are; 


Where butter d Squires, mercenary grown, 


Too late repent the luckleſs Mains they've 
(thrown 3 


Where dauer 0 Dice, and broken Boxes TM 


The lofng Chance, and my unſucceſsful Throw b 


And we wy new-coin'd Oaths the Bankrupel 
| (Gameſter know. 


9 * as * 


If there Succeſs did on my | Wiſhes wait, 


And well thrown Caſts declar'd my roſy? rous 
(Fate; 


With 8 th half. acted Play I run, 
And there by changing Boxes ſav'd my Crown : 
Inflam'd with Luſt, and burning with Deſire, 


I ſought a Punk to cool my amorous Fire, 
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12 The RARE Reforn'd, 
With eager Eyes the crouded Pit ſurvey'd, | 
Where Masks, and Velvet-Scarves the Jilts be- 


tray'd, * 


And tothe gle She, my well-known Marks 
convey'd.. 


Not far from thence appears a pendant Sign, 


Who ſe Buſh declares the Product of the Vine, 


Where to the T e — the full-blown? 
Roſe 


les dealing Beauties doth in Geld Mol: | 
And painted Faces flock in Tally'd Cloaths : 3 


Thither conducted I embraced the Whore, 

And when enjoy'd I kick'd her out of Door; 
Madam diſcharg'd, I ſtill renew'd the Bowl, 
To chear my Senſes and obſcure my Soul, 
Whilſt to my Brains Vapours confus'd did riſe, 
And double Tapors ſparkled in my Eyes; 
Fancy in ary Dreams aloft was toſt, 


And vanquiſh'd Reaſon in the Height was loſt: 
In 
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And vocal Watchmen took their ſolemn Rounds, 


The RAK E Reform d. = 
In vain I ſtrove to uſe my faultring Tongue, 
Imperfect Accents on the Palate hung; 
The ſwelling Bumpers did my Senſes charm, 
And Draughts repeated did my Soul difarm ; 


Glaſſes diffus'd in broken Fragments lay, 


And Cloaths diſtain'd with Wine did my Exceſs 
oh (betray, 


At dead of Night when the unequal Moon, 


By filent Steps was mounted to her Noon, 


Whilſt Twelve aClock echo'd in diſtant Sounds, 
With giddy Brains and more uncertain Feet, 
I left the Roſe and ſally'd in the Street ; 


O'er chag d with Bumpers and diſcharg'd of 
(Senſe, 


1 ſhatter'd Windows with m y ſcatter'd Pence; 


Th' adia- 


Thy acquired Spoils in fancy'd Triumph bore, 
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Th' adjacent Signs from of their Hinges tore, 


_ 


* y 


Whilſt Tradeſmen in the Morn their eel! 
(Loſs deplore., 


_— 


As well-taught Hounds with Joy maintain the 
(Chace, 


And feel their Noſtrils with the ſcented Graſs; 


Thro various Tracks, and o'er the Hills they 
n 


Whilſt diſtant Vallies echoe back the Sound, 
The fearful Hare ſkims o'er the duſty Plain, 
And at a diſtance hears the following Train, 
In vain ſhe flyes whilſt op 'ning they purſue, 
And guide their F duellen by the tainted Del; 


In vain ſhe to the ncighb? ring Covert flies, 


And on her Form, more than her Speed relies, 


Her fancy'd Shelter ſcented F cet betray, 


And with redoubled Cryes they bear upon their 
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The RARE Reform d. 15 
Thus the inferior Princes of tlie Night, 


By help of Lanthorn to direct their Sight, 


Alarm'd, purſu'd me in my doubling Flight. 
Thro' various Streets I took my changing Courſe, 
(Fear adds to flying, as Deſpair to Force,) 
Thro? various Streets they ran with eager haſte, 
And ſtill my unfucceſsful Windings trac'd. 
Relying on the Darkneſs of the Night, 

And weary with the ſtill- continued Flight, 
For Shelter to a ſilent Court I fled, | 

Where Darkneſs had her gloomy Mantle ſpread, 
Where no exſpiring Candle caſt a Ray, 

Nor glimm'ring Lamp could my Receſs betray : 
But fee what diff rent Paſſions fill our Breaſt, 


Too ſoon exalted, and too ſoon depreſs d; 


Reſiſtleſs Pleaſures through my Veins did roul, 


And ſpite of Fear flow'd in upon iny Soul. 


Whilſt 


My luckleſs Fate I curs'd, and fra&ur'd Bla * 


16 TheRaxe Reform d. L 
Whilſt in the Height of my miſtaken Joy, 
Revolving Fortune did my Hopes deſtroy, 
The mid-night Guard my Covert did ſurvey, 
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Eſpy'd their Game, and ſeiz d upon their Prey; 
In vain I did ſuperior Strength oppoſe, 
And ſtrove in' vain againſt an Hoſt of Foes, 
In vain th*unequal Combat did maintain, 
And Poles ſucceeding Poles reſiſt in vain, 


Debarr'd of Flight their Captive I was made, 


Full in our Sight near Drury's Confines ſtands, 


A *Palace whichthe Neighbourhood commands, 


No lofty Gates on creaking Hinges born, 
Nor breathing Statues Pedeſtals adorn, 

No Turkey Carpetts in the Rooms appear, | 7 
No guilded Sconces ſhine, nor Velvet Chair, + 


But artleſs is it built, and all the Walls are bare. 
_ Within 
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The RARE Reform'd. 17 
Within this Court a Midnight Monarch rules, 
The Jeſt of Wiſemen, and the Scorn of Fools; 
In ſolemn Pomp he gives his Senate Law, 


And mercenary Princes keeps in awe : 


Th' inſulting Victors of their Conqueſt vain, 
Part for the ſake of Juſtice, more of Gain; 


Their * Foe before their Sovereign 
(brought, 


ms his Crime, and aggravate his Fault; 


Of broken Heads, and bruiſed Bones complain, 


For Blows unfelt their Pris'ner they arraign, 


And challenge Satisfaction for their Pain. 
In vain I ſtrove in my Defence to plead, 


My Arguments were loſt, and uſeleſs what I ſaid. 


But Money's unreſiſted Power behold, 


What Reaſon fail'd in was obtain'd by Gold; 


_— | Gold, 


18 De RARE Refornid. 
Gold, which will make the Ignorant polite, 


Make Cowards valiant, and Injuſtice right; 


Make Prieſts their worſhip'd Deities diſown, 


And tumble infur'd Monarchs from their Throne; 
Gold did my forfeit Liberty reſtore, 


And made thoſe Slaves who were my Foes before; 


The cringing Guard obſequious did become, 


And joyous at the Office, light me home. 
Thus Ia Round of fancy'd Bliſs purſu'd, 
And each ſucceeding Morn my Courſe renew'd; 
As when o'er-power'd the vanquiſh'd Captains fly, 
Neglec the Field, and on their Speed rely, 
Squadrons confus'd, and hurried by Deſpair, | 


Ruſhing in Crouds, on flying Squadrons bear; 
So Vices unenjoy'd aſſail'd my Breaſt, . 


Strove to ſucceed the Vices I poſleſt, » 


7 
Their Snares diſplay'd, and for Precedence 
(preſt :} 
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The Rax EH Reform d. 19 
Jill by the Force of an unlook'd-for Fate, 3 


My Love was metamorphos'd into Hate, 


| 
f 
| 


And Reaſon wasreſtor'd to her abandon'd State. 


Long with a Friend I was in F ancy bleſt, 
Pleaſure and he were Partners in my Breaſt ; 
Our Love almoſt in Infancy began, 


And ſtill encreas'd as we approach'd to Man; 


Our erring Souls together did combine, 
My Heart was wholly his, and his was mine; 


The ſame Deſires concurring Thoughts em- 
ploy'd, 


The ſame we hated, and the ſame enjoy'd: 


At length this Friend at injur'd Nature's Call, 


To Wine and Women did a Victim fall: 


Soon as a Beard upon his Chin ET 


imbs had 
(ſtrung, 


C 2 Relent- 


Soon as his Nerves his well-fix*d 


20 Tre Rax RE Reform d. 
Relentleſs Death's inexorable Doom, 


In's Prime of Life did unexpected come. 


This ſuddain Shock my ſtag ggering Soul ſurpriz'd, 


Conſcience alarm'd, my vagrant Heart chaſtis'd ; 


To this, ſincere Repentance did enſue, 
Mourning my Crimes, I fix d to live anew; 


With ScornI view'd the Town'sdiſcover'd $ nare, 


And chany'd the City's Fogs for 1/7s healthy Air. 


Here I ſubſtantial Happineſs poſſeſs, 
Nor can the Frowns of Fortune make it leſs ; 
Her Threats I ſcorn, her Malice can't controul, 


Th' unerring Courſe of my reformed Soul : 


No reſtleſs Cares diſturb my eaſie Hours, 


Nor fancy'd Proſpects of Superior Powers; 
With opening Day my Pleaſures are begun, 


Nor are they ended with the ſetting Sun. 


When 
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The RARE Reform'd. 21 


When Sleep, Death's Image, (viewing from afar, 


The Morn returning in his Purple Car) 


Doth looſe my fetter'd Senſes from their Chain, 


And baniſh'd Reaſon doth her Empire gain; 


My grateful Thoughts do towards Heav'n repair, 


To thank their Maker for his conſtant Care; 


And conſcious of their Weakneſs, humbly move, 
| / 


Tir Almighty Source of Sempeternal Love, 


To guide my Footſteps, and direct my Way 
Thro all the Quickſands of th' enſuing Day; 


That neither Baits withput, nor Foes within 
May, or betray, or tempt my Soul to fin 5 
That no vain Thought or wanton Wiſh may dare 


Te mploy my Mind, or exerciſe my Care, 


I' approach my Heart, or find Admittance there, 


That all my Actions and Deſires may prove 


The juſt Reſult of Gratitude and Love; 
That 
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And drives the Miſts with gilded Beams way, 


ks The RARE Reform'd. 


That ſcorning what this flattering World can? 
(ſhow, | 
5 


My Soul tranſported ſtill may upwards goe, 


And with Diſdain look down on all its Snares 
(below. 


When firſt the riſing Sun reflects his Ray, 


My Limbs refreſh'd with Sleep and Reſt, Iraiſe, 
And to the Author dedicate my Praiſe ; 
To him my Adorations juſtly pay, 

With Thanks my grateful Body I array 


In Cloaths, tho' neat, yet not profuſely gay; 


In Cloaths ſufficient to withſtand the Wet, 


And $kreen me from the Dog-Star's ſcorching © 
(Heat, At 


In Cloaths not fit to dreſs a modern Beau, 


Cloaths rather made for Service than for Show. 


When 


2 


V. 


hen 


| The Rare Reform d. 23 


When dreſs'd, I wander thro” th? adjacent Fields, 


Where ev'ry Objeſt ſtill new Pleaſures yields; 


on Trees the Birds, Nature's melodious Choir, 


In warbling Notes melodioufly conſpire, 


From Branch to Branch, each moves his paint- 
(ed Wings, 


Delights the Groves, and as he flies he Sings : 


| Here, by their Parents Sides, the neighb'ring 


(Lambs 
Do ſportive play, unmindful of their Dams 3 
There lowing Cows, with ſwelling Udders ſtand, 
And ſeem t invite the tardy Milker's Hand ; 


Whilſt ſtrong neck'd Steers t accuſtom'd Yokes 
(do bow, 


And drag with gentle Pace the crooked Plow : 
Here flowing Brooks do o'er the Valley ſpread, 


And with their Streams refreſh the thirſty Mead; 


There 
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There ripen'd Corn its Beauty doth unfold, 
And gently waves its bearded Tops of Gold: | 
The Trees on Hills in diſtant Proſpect pleaſe, 
Their Branches bending with a Weſtern Breeze, 
Whilſt on the Moſs, beneath their cooling Shade, 
The am'rous Clown doth court the liſtning Maid. 
Pleas'd with my Walk, and better d by the Air, 
Return'd, I feed on whaling rural Fare 


On what the fruitful Country doth afford, 


Nature to chear, and fill the plenteous Board, 
When fatisfy'd, my grateful Thoughts I raiſe, 3 
Th' Almighty F ounder of the Feaſt to praiſe; 1 


CO a> wn. cc 


Then, as the Seaſon of the Year invites, 


My ſelf I pleaſe in innocent Delights ; 


Sometimes with well-breath'd ſanded Hounds 1 
(chace 


On neighb'ring Downs, the flying tim'rous 
(Race 3 
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The Rax E Reformd. 25 
Or in the Wood the wily F OX purſue, 

Who doubling oft, deceives the Beagles View; 
Sometimes in Silver Ii wanton Tide, 

With baited Hooks I rob her of her Pride ; 
The e Fiſh leaps at her certain Death, 
Nor ſees the pointed Snare that lurks beneath. 


When Snows congeal'd, in ſolid F lakes deſcend, 


And rapid Streams their wonted Force ſuſpend ; 


When Fields no Graſs, and Woods no Leaves 
| SO (do wear, 
And Winer's Locks in Iſecles appear, 


| Booted I range, the Woodcock to inſnare, 


Or captivate in Tolls the Sriipe or Hare, 


Or with my Gun, * Birds a diſtant Death | 
(prepare. 


WhenIVeſtern Clouds in gilded Beams array'd, 


Their Beauties ſhow, and Trees prolong their 
(Shade 3 


D When 
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When Ev*ning Bluſhes do the Sky adorn, ; . = 

And Bats thro' Groves on footy Wings are born, 1 
Tir'd with my Sports I to my Home repair, : Fe 
And with my Pleaſures lay aſide my Care 1 A 
Whilſt entertaining Proſpects in wy Way, [ _— 
Each Night do new Varieties diſplay : ; 0 
Here the neat Houſewife milks her yielding Cow, 


Whilſt frothing Streams the {ſcoured Pail o'er- 
(flow 3 


There conſtant to his Task the lab'ring Hind, 
The grateful Ox doth from his Yoke unbind, 
And as he works he Whiſtles tothe Wind. - 
Return'd exhauſted Nature I repair 


With ſolid good ſubſtantial Country Fare; 


Then with a ſecret Pleaſure I ſurvey ; 
The various Actions of a welſpent Day; 1 For 
My ſelf reſign unto my Maker's Care, 5 


Implore his Aid, and for my Reſt prepare. 
When 
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he Raxs Reformd 27 
When Inclination prompts, and Tine conſpires 
To gratifie my innocent Deſires, 

I ride or walk, the Pariſh-Prieſt to ſee, 


A Man from Pride, and from Ambition free 


lim no Temptations can from Duty move, 


Whoſe Contemplation is Celeſtial Love: 

Him no vain Pomp, nor fond Deſire of Gain, 
From Miniſterial Duties can detain : 

No Threats can make him wander from his Path, 
Nor Promiſes prevail to change his Faith ; 

For Tythes unpaid his Pariſh never "vs 


Whilſt they without Compulſiongive their Dues; 


With Care avoids the Jargon of the Schools, 


And makes his chief Employ the Cure of Souls ; 
For where his Precepts and his Doctrine fail, 
His Pattern aud his Practice ſtill prevail. 


In 


28 The RARE Reform d. 5 


In Moderation we our Spirits chear, 
With well-cork'd Bottles of his home-brew'd Beer ; 
In innocent Diſcourſe the Hours we paſs, 
Whilſt ſomething new ſtarts up atev'ry Glaſs: 
Sometimes we ſtrive Nature's transforming Face, 
Thro' all her Mazes, and her Shapes to trace; 
Whence firſt the Seeds of Entity began? 
How infant Matter ripens into Man ? 


Whence _ Breeſes? whence loud Storms 
(ariſe ? 


Why with ſuch Force inkindled Lightning flies, 
And unchain'd Thunderrattles thro' the Skies? 
What makes the Sea advance, and then retreat? 


And whence the diff rent Cauſe of Cold and 
(Heat ? 


How flecting Clouds in pearly Drops deſcend ? 
Andwhy exhauſted Vapours upwards tend? 
Why 


At 


Sh 
At 
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Why in ſuch changing Shapes the Moon ap- 


(pears ? 


And whence the various Motion of the Spheres? 


What ſhakes the Earth? How Vegetables grow? 


How rapid Rivers from their Sources flow ? 


And whence come Show'rs of Hail, and Flakes 
(of Snow? 


Sometimes the Battles of Eugene enforce 


An entertaining Subject for Diſcourſe. 


We view the Hero with continu'd Care, 


His Squadrons range, and for the Fight pre- 
(pare: 


Their ſtrong Entrenchments, and Belzrade we 
(draw, 


And Towns, uncertain who ſhall give them 


(Law; 
Shew Armies join'd, and paint the bloody Field, 
And Princes forc'd unwillingly to yield; 


See 
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See Arms and Men together blended lic, 
Whilſt Clouds of Lu] ply'rous 8 Sme eu 


See hoſtile Nations weltring on the Ground, 
While diſtant Vales the Victor's Shouts refound : 
With various Chat the Time we thus decerve, 


And at the Night's approach I take wy leave. 


When Fogs from Ponds, and ſedgy Moors 
(ariſe, 


Clog the dull Air, and darken clouded Skies, 
From Books a nobler Entertainment flows, 
Than wild licentious Company beſtows. 

In Books a real Happineſs I find, 

Books whichat once inſtru& and pleaſe the Mind, 


When Beveridge his vertuous Thoughts em- 
(ploys 


ya my Objects, and celeſtial Joys, 


And 
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And doth by undiſputed Reaſons prove 


Religions Power, and his Maker's Love; ; 


By Arguments cine d, I find it true, 


And ſtrait reſolve his Preceptsto purſue. 

When Tailor doth unerring Rules diſcloſe, 

And both of Life and Death the Road propoſe; 
Or when he doth his pregnant Fancy raiſe, 

To celebrate his ſuff ring Saviour's Praiſe, 
Devotion powerful Fire my Soul doth warm, 
And every Sentence doth my Senſes charm. 
When Wa#er's tuneful, yet aſpiring Muſe, 
Diſdains her long-frequented Path to chuſe; 


Scorning the World, doth towards Heav'n in- 
(cline, 


And Sings in warbling Strains of Love Divine, | 


My Heart grows more in Love at ev'ry Line. 
When Vale doth by convincing Motives ſhow 


Thejoys which from our Saviour s Banquet flow; 
M uy 
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My raviſh'd Soul approaches tc the Feaſt, 
Where Chriſt himſelf invites her as a Gueſt ; 


Where ſhe diſdaining ; all Terreſtrial Food, IJ 
By Faith receives his Body. and, his Blood, 4 


And thus, by me. Signs, ſhe feeds upon 
( her God. 


Thus 1, ſerene and free from Noiſe and Strife, 
Enjoy the ſweet Retirements of Life; 
For then alone is Bliſs compleaty whole, 
When with the Body we advance the 3 
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